Empowerment Through Effort

Shri Jyotiraditya M. Scindia Date 16-11-2023
Hon’ble Civil Aviation Minister

Room No -232, Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan,

Block B, Safdarjung Airport Area,

New Delhi - 110003.

hm.moca@nic.in

Respected Sir,

SUBJECT: APPEAL TO MAKE WARNING ON ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES AND SIMILAR OTHER PRODUCTS
UNAMBIGUOUS AND MORE EXPLICIT TO REMOVE ANY CONFUSION FROM MINDS OF AIR TRAVELERS

We (Shram) are a self-help group with a large number of doctors and professionals, working in the field
of health and education since many years tirelessly building awareness campaigns against tobacco and
alcohol. Objectives of Shram dictate us that we assist Govt in arriving at judicious decisions on all policy
matters relating to the health of citizens. It is under this capacity we are writing you this letter.

As concerned citizens and frequent travelers we have observed a potential issue regarding the
announcements made inside Indian aircraft with regard to electronic cigarettes and other similar
products. While we really appreciate the government's efforts to promote passenger safety and
awareness, we believe that there may be a misunderstanding caused amongst passengers by the
announcements made in the aircrafts w.r.t usage of Electronic Cigarettes in the country. Current
announcements inside the aircrafts give the impressions that E-Cigarettes and other similar products

are banned only inside the aircrafts which is contrary to the Indian laws which prohibits Sale, possession
and consumption of these products all across the country.

Sir, Govt of India vide its order dated 18" Sept. 2019 (attached) prohibited the production,
manufacture, import, export, transport, Sale, distribution, storage, and advertisement of
electronic cigarettes in the interest of public health. As per media reports (attached), The Union
Health Ministry has also sent a clarification to the Ministry of Civil Aviation that possession of e-
cigarettes and similar devices in any form, quantity or manner is in violation of the Prohibition of
Electronic Cigarettes Act (PECA). However, the warning announcements made inside Indian
aircraft currently state, "Electronic cigarettes use in aircraft is prohibited".
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Sir, our concern is that these announcements made inside the aircrafts are misleading as
inadvertently it gives passengers the impression that E cigarettes use is only banned in aircraft
and can be used outside the aircraft. The reality, as mentioned above, is that electronic cigarettes and
similar devices are banned across the country by the Government of India and cannot be used anywhere
within the country.

It is crucial to ensure that passengers are well-informed about this ban to prevent any potential violations
of the law and to promote public health.

| kindly request that the warning Announcements in Indian aircraft be modified to explicit statements that
ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES ARE BANNED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND THEIR USE AND
POSSESSION IS PROHIBITED ACROSS THE COUNTRY. This change in wording will help eliminate any
ambiguity and ensure that passengers understand the severity of the ban.

Furthermore, it may be beneficial to provide brief educational materials or pamphlets on electronic
cigarette regulations in India within the aircraft or at airport terminals to further raise awareness among
travelers as they are the most important target group of E-cigarettes making multinational companies.
We believe that taking these steps will help in better informing passengers about the ban on electronic
cigarettes and similar other devices and contribute to the overall safety and well-being of all travelers
within our country.

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated, and we are confident that changing signage and
announcements in aircrafts, will result in a safer and more informed traveling experience for all. Thank
you for your time and consideration sir and we really look forward to a positive response from your
esteemed office in this important issue.

Yours Sincerely

Dr Mukul Bajpai

Founder Shram
Phone-7880985201

Email- connect@shram.co.in

Cc: Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
Hon’ble Union Minister - MoHFW
348-A, Nirman Bhavan, New Delhi - 110011
india-hfm@gov.in
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Shri Vumlunmang Vualnam (IAS)

Secretary - civil aviation Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan,

Block B, Safdarjung Airport Area, New Delhi - 110003.
man ov.in

Mr. Sudhansh Pant (IAS)

Secretary — Health & Family Welfare
Room No. 156A, 1st Floor

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Gol
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi- 110011
Tel.: 23061863 / 23063221

E-mail: secyhfw@nic.in

Ms. V. Hekali Zhimomi (IAS)

Addl. Secretary

Room No. 257A, 2nd Floor

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Gol
Nirman Bhawan

New Delhi- 110011

Tel.: 23061706 / 23061398

E-mail: zhimomiv@ias.nic.in
Addlsecy-mohfw@gov.in

Dr Atul Goel, Director General for health Services (DGHS)
446-A Nirman Bhavan

dghs@nic.in

Mr. Campbell Wilson CEO - Air India, Air India Express
Airlines House 113 Gurudwara Rakabganj Rd,

New Delhi, Delhi, 110001, India
Campbell.Wilson@airindia.in

Mr. Vinod Kannan CEO - Air Vistara

Intellion Edge, Tower A, 9th & 10th floor, South Peripheral Road,
Sector — 72, Gurugram, Haryana - 122104
Vinod.Kannan@airvistara.com

Mr. Vineet Sood CEO - Alliance Air
Alliance Bhawan, Domestic Terminal-1, I.G.I. Airport, New Delhi-110037
ceo.allianceair@allianceair.in

Mr. Pieter Elbers, CEO - Indigo
Level 1, Tower C, Global Business Park, Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road,
Gurgaon — 122 002, Haryana, India.
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Mr. Ajay Singh

Chairman & Managing Director - Spicelet
Spicelet Ltd.,319, Udyog Vihar,

Phase IV, Gurgaon - 122016Haryana, India.
Ajay.Singh@spicejet.com
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